
COMMISSIONER MEETING OF MAY 25, 2021 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. by the Town Cryer and the announcement 
of Public Meetings was ready by the Borough Clerk.  The meeting was held on the front 
steps of the Borough Hall.  Scouts from Troop #65 in Haddonfield then served as Color 
Guard for the Pledge of Allegiance, after which a moment of silence was observed.  
Next, Mr. Eyles and Mr. Tully from Haddonfield Memorial High School sang the National 
Anthem. 
 
The Borough Clerk then read the election results for the top three candidates for 
Commissioner at the May 11, 2021 Municipal Election: 
 

Colleen Bianco Bezich – 2,367 votes 
Kevin Roche – 2,113 votes 
Frank Troy – 2,092 votes 

 
Frank Troy was then sworn in as Commissioner by former Haddonfield Commissioner 
Robert A. Marshall.  Commissioner Troy then gave the following speech: 
 

They say if you can’t make a speech memorable, you can at least make it 
short.  As my first public act as commissioner, today I will attempt to 
accomplish both.     
 
I want to start off by thanking Bob Marshall for officially swearing me in 
today and for his support during the campaign.   
 
I also want to thank all of you for coming out today and for the generous 
donation of your time, talent, and treasure and for voting for me on May 
11.  I would not be here today if it were not for your support.   
 
I would also like to thank Neal Rochford and Jeff Kasko for their years of 
service and generosity turning over information and offering to help in years 
to come.  I’ll definitely take you up on it.   
 
Finally, I want to especially thank the two most important women of my life 
– my wife Debbie and daughter Carly for the support and encouragement 
to take on this challenge.  I love you both more than anything in this world. 
 
About 25 years and 30 pounds ago, I reported to my ship in my dress blues 
as a freshly minted Ensign in the Navy.  When I introduced myself to the 
crew, as if on cue, every crewmember screamed “shut up.”  Little did I know 
this was a tradition, but there was also an important less I learned and 
carried forward that day and it is this, “Shut up new guy.  You’re here to 
lead, but you also need to learn.”  I spent the campaign process listening 
and learning from you, understanding what the important issues are, and 
will spend the next 4 years putting those corrective measures in place.   
 



I was quoted along the way as saying, “you don’t need to be bad to 
better” and I have lived this motto my entire working life.  We live in a great 
community with great people, but there is room for improvement.  My only 
ask of you is to be an agent of change.  Volunteer, get involved, look for 
opportunities, reach out, help keep me on track, and always keep things 
positive.  When we work together, there is no problem we can’t solve.   
 
Thank you again for your support in my election, but now the honeymoon 
phase is over today.  Let’s get to work.         
 

Kevin Roche was then sworn in as Commissioner by former Haddonfield Board of 
Education member Maureen Eyles.  Commissioner Roche then gave the following 
speech: 
 

Good evening.   My wife had two requests for tonight’s event:  to keep this 
speech short and sweet and to not use the tag line “a fresh perspective.”  I 
promise to fulfill one of those requests.   
 
In all seriousness, I am honored to be standing up here in front of my 
community and I am ready to serve the residents of Haddonfield.   
 
Thank you for your confidence in me and my fellow Commissioners, frank 
troy and Mayor Colleen Bianco Bezich.  
 
I have never sought out public office, but have always believed that if you 
can make a difference you need to have the courage to act.   
 
As Commissioner, I pledge to not sit back and delay decisions.  Rather, I 
want to be actively engaged, to be ever present, to be decisive.   
 
It is time for Haddonfield to forge ahead.  And I thank you for allowing me 
to help lead the way.   Thank you. 

 
Resolution 2021-05-25-091 was then introduced, which authorized the appointment of 
Colleen Bianco Bezich as Mayor.  As there were no questions asked the Commissioners 
voted unanimously to the appointment of Colleen Bianco Bezich as Mayor. 
 
Colleen Bianco Bezich was then sworn in as Mayor/Commissioner by Assemblywoman 
Pamela Lampitt.  Assemblywoman Lampitt acknowledged the other elected officials in 
attendance:  Assemblyman Louis Greenwald, Voorhees Mayor Michael Mignogna, 
County Commissioner Jeff Nash, and Former Haddonfield Mayor Tish Colombi.  Mayor 
Bianco Bezich then gave the following speech.  She also acknowledged Former Mayor 
Jack Tarditi, who was also in attendance. 
 

My fellow Commissioners, neighbors, family members, friends and guests, I 
am so excited to stand before you tonight! 
 



If not for so many of you - our frontline workers, our healthcare heroes, our 
homeschooling parents, teachers, volunteers, we would not be able to 
celebrate together tonight. And, I would not be standing here if not for my 
husband Anthony, my campaign manager and partner in life. 
 
Look at all the kids that are here tonight - including my own son, Luca! I am 
so happy to have you here for what is an historic night in our town! 
 
Tonight, I choose to focus on the goodness - and greatness - right here, in 
front of us.  And I also want to acknowledge several people who have 
supported me in my professional career, and in my roles as public servant, 
mother, wife, daughter, sister, friend, neighbor and volunteer… 
 
Former Mayor Jack Tarditi is here this evening, and what I want you to know 
about Jack and his wife Barbara, is that they have been giving back to this 
Borough since before I was born - sorry Jack! When I first moved to 
Haddonfield, we connected in community service efforts for the 
Celebrations Association and the Lions Club.  
 
Jack & Barbara’s generosity of spirit, the ways in which they give of their 
time and treasure, should be something we all strive for. May we be as 
committed as Jack & Barbara to supporting the causes closest to our 
hearts, and those we care about in Haddonfield & beyond. 
 
I also want to give a shout out to my father in law, Lou, also known as Luca’s 
"Dida," who has long been to me what many women in male-dominated 
professions are not fortunate enough to have - a mentor who offered 
counsel and constructive criticism based not on my looks, or misogynistic 
stereotypes, but on my own abilities and intellect.    
 
May we all provide safe, supportive roles in the lives of those we work with, 
as well as our neighbors, our classmates, our family members and our 
friends. 
 
Tonight, Assemblywoman Pamela Lampitt has honored me by 
administering my oath of office.  When I was a new mom, in the throes of 
postpartum anxiety, depression and PTSD, I asked Pam if she would be kind 
enough to meet with me, because I had this wild idea that giving back 
would help me heal, while also providing a benefit to our Borough. We 
spent over an hour together, right here in our Haddonfield Starbucks, 
sharing a conversation about motherhood, and so much more. It was Pam 
who encouraged me to begin by serving on a land use board, and to give 
myself grace as I navigated my own way. And so, I volunteered for our 
Zoning Board. 
 
A few years later, I sat at Inkwood Books, surrounded by many of the 
women here this evening - all of us committed to our community, no two of 
us with the same experiences, but all willing to lead by example, and to 



have a seat at the proverbial table here in the Borough of Haddonfield. If 
not for the support of these women, I would not have run in 2019, and would 
certainly not be standing before you tonight as your Mayor.  
 
May we all be committed to lifting others up as Pam, and you have done 
for me. 
 
On this day last year, George Floyd was murdered, and for many, including 
myself, in the wake of his death, the focus on our Youth is what has given 
me the greatest sense of hope for SOCIAL JUSTICE, both locally and across 
the country.  Months later, Kamala Harris - the first woman - the first black, 
South Asian woman - was elected as Vice President of the United States, 
giving even more reason to be hopeful that EQUALITY is within reach. 
 
Tonight is a celebration of our community and what we can achieve 
together; of the individuals among us, who make us better as a whole, 
including the children and young adults who will go on to achieve 
goodness & greatness beyond what we can even imagine.   
 
Tonight, I invite you to join me as we continue to combat COVID-19 and 
envision a bright future for our Borough and beyond…  Let us honor our 
history while also embracing progress - rather than attacking it.  Join me in 
welcoming increased diversity, celebrating those who have traditionally 
been discriminated against or marginalized, and refraining from the instinct 
to fear what is new, different or non-traditional... 
 
As the SECOND woman ever to serve as MAYOR here, I am honored, 
humbled and beyond excited to lead our Borough for the next four (4) 
years  - and to work with my fellow Commissioners, Kevin & Frank.   
 
Let us be good to each other and achieve greatness together.  
 
Thank you, Haddonfield - now let’s get to work! 

 
Next, Mayor Bianco Bezich announced the Gun Violence Awareness Day proclamation 
and asked the members of this group to join her; Amy Lackpour, Trish Gruber, Cathir 
McGeehan, Jeanne Runne, Nancy Sullivan, Danielle LcLaughlin and Beth Bishop.  She 
then read excerpts from the proclamation and announced that event will be celebrated 
on Friday, June 2, 2021 and encouraged all Haddonfield citizens to support their local 
communities’ efforts to prevent the tragic effects of gun violence and to honor and value 
all human lives. 
 
Mayor Bianco Bezich then introduced Ordinance 2021-08 for first reading, which is a 
capital bond ordinance.  Commissioner Roche talked about the rational behind this 
ordinance, which is to demolish certain buildings at the Bancroft site for safety reasons 
that have arisen due to the non-use of the buildings, as well as issues arising due to 
vandalism at the site.  As there were no questions asked, Commissioner Roche made a 



motion to approve the ordinance on first reading, which was seconded by Commissioner 
Troy and approved unanimously. 
 
The following resolutions were approved unanimously by the Board of Commissioners with 
no questions asked: 
 
RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2021-05-25-079 Authorization to 

Assign Departments 
Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE: 
Commissioner Roche – Yes 
Commissioner Troy – Yes 
Mayor Bianco Bezich - Yes 

 
RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2021-05-25-080 Authorization to 

Designate Deputy 
Mayor 

Mayor Bianco Bezich Commissioner Troy 
VOTE: 
Commissioner Roche – Yes 
Commissioner Troy – Yes 
Mayor Bianco Bezich - Yes 

 
RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2021-05-25-081 Authorization to 

Determine Powers, 
Duties and Authority 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE: 
Commissioner Roche – Yes 
Commissioner Troy – Yes 
Mayor Bianco Bezich - Yes 

 
RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2021-05-25-082 Authorization to 

Schedule Borough 
Commissioners 
Meeting Dates 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE: 
Commissioner Roche – Yes 
Commissioner Troy – Yes 
Mayor Bianco Bezich - Yes 

 
RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2021-05-25-083 Authorization to Pay 

Vouchers 
Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE: 
Commissioner Roche – Yes 
Commissioner Troy – Yes 
Mayor Bianco Bezich - Yes 

 
RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2021-05-25-084 Authorization to Issue 

Check – 
Overpayment of 
Taxes 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE: 
Commissioner Roche – Yes 
Commissioner Troy – Yes 
Mayor Bianco Bezich - Yes 



 
Once Resolution 2021-05-25-085 was introduced, which authorized the award of a bid for 
Heritage Road, Lafayette Avenue, Jefferson Avenue and Upland Way Stormwater 
Improvements (Re-Bid), the following questions and/or concerns were raised: 
 
John Crowe, Lafayette Avenue, expressed concerns about the contract awarded and 
then talked about the June 19, 2019 storm and its effects on his home.  His concerns are 
that the Borough is spending almost $1 million without any involvement of the residents 
affected, even to review what work is in the bid.  He asked what engineering studies were 
done and how do we even know that this will be effective?  Mayor Bianco Bezich asked 
Mr. Crowe for his contact information so that she should discuss this with him directly. 
 
Marlee Lick, Heritage Avenue, stated that her home was affected by this same storm and 
had to be demolished because of the damage.  She then talked about a previous 
stormwater project that had involved installing more stormwater grates in her area, but 
this just exacerbated this issue.  She finished by commenting that there were Police, Fire 
and EMT personnel out last weekend for issues with ducks, but she was told after the 2019 
storm that they couldn’t help her.  Mayor Bianco Bezich also obtained Ms. Lick’s contact 
information. 
 
As there were no further questions or comments Commissioner Roche made a motion to 
approve the resolution.  Commissioner Troy seconded the motion, which was then 
approved unanimously. 
 
The following resolution were approved unanimously by the Board of Commissioners with 
no questions asked: 
 
RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2021-05-25-086 Authorization to 

Approve 
Appointments – 
Planning Board 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE: 
Commissioner Roche – Yes 
Commissioner Troy – Yes 
Mayor Bianco Bezich - Yes 

 
Mayor Bianco Bezich then opened the meeting for public comments. 
 
As there were no questions or comments, Commissioner Roche made a motion to 
adjourn the meeting at 8:34 p.m.  Commissioner Troy seconded the motion, which was 
then approved unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Deanna Bennett, RMC 
Borough Clerk 
 


